Catechol-O-methyltransferase of erythrocytes in patients with endogenous psychoses.
A significant decrease in catechol-O-methyltransferase (COMT) activity of erythrocytes was found in both male and female schizophrenic patients, as well as in male patients with schizophreniform psychosis. Among control subjects, a sex difference in COMT activity of erythrocytes was found, with males showing significantly higher activity than females. It is suggested that a genetically determined deficiency of catecholamine degradative enzymes in the central nervous system or, alternatively, influences of nongenetic hormonal factors could be implicated in the findings of altered erythrocyte COMT activity reported.